Grapes of Wrath 
Discussion Questions

Directions: Use the TEXT to analyze and respond to the following discussion questions. You should be able to construct a position driven essay to all of the following questions (in other words, you need to be able to take a stand and support your answer with examples (citations) from the text). 
· Explain why Jim Casy is viewed as the Jesus Christ figure. Provide examples from the text to support your response(s).

· How do you feel that Tom’s history (killing a man, doing jail time, etc.) influences his decisions during the family’s trip westward and their time in California? Provide examples from the text to support your response(s).

· Analyze Ma Joad’s character. What kind of woman is she? How does she handle the stresses of the trip and the family’s experiences out West? What are some of the things that Ma gives up for her family? Provide examples from the text to support your response(s).

· How does Rose a Sharon contribute to the family? What aspects of her personality help/hinder the family’s trip? Does she contribute enough? Too much? Provide examples from the text to support your response(s).
· How do the deaths that occur in the text (Grandpa, Grandma, the dog, etc.) affect the characters? Who do the deaths affect and how/why? Provide examples from the text to support your response(s).

