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“I Wonder…” Essay: 
How Can I Challenge Injustice in the World?
You spent a significant chunk of your summer researching the backdrop to Anne Moody’s Coming of Age in Mississippi. We have invested the first month of our school year taking our understanding of the text further as individuals and as a learning community.  Now we move toward our second—and quite challenging—text. John Steinbeck’s The Grapes of Wrath also works to question and challenge the concepts accepted in his present day society. Both are benchmarks in American literature. Moody’s work is an autobiography capturing her experiences in vivid detail; meanwhile, Steinbeck’s portrayal of the Joad family’s journey—when held analogous to his intercalary chapters—juxtaposes the concepts of transcendentalism and naturalism. As people, what is the very core of our social fabric? What guides a person’s moral compass?   
“I WONDER.  I really WONDER” (Moody 424).

The final line of Anne Moody’s text references her disillusionment with the opportunities for her fellow African Americans to reach equality in American society. This was America in the 1950s & 60s. Meanwhile, Steinbeck writes extensively questioning the egocentrism of humans in regard to our collective humanity during the Great Depression of the 1930s. Steinbeck’s point can perhaps be best captured through a local’s perspective on the migrant families:

“Well, you and me got sense. Them…Okies got no sense and no feeling. They ain’t human. A human being wouldn’t live like they do. A human being couldn’t stand it to be so dirty and miserable. They ain’t a hell of a lot better than gorillas” (221).
Considering our history as a country and people, what is the face of American life in 2013? What does it mean to be global citizens in a 2013 world? Are we representatives of a world we are proud to call our own? Make no mistake—this is a world you will soon claim as your own in your adult lives.  

What Makes YOU WONDER?

Focusing on your own experiences, what concerns you about the world we call our home? What burns you? What keeps you awake at night? What do you see where you simply know it is wrong? What must we, as people, change? How must we, as people, take strides toward correcting injustice in our own world?
Keep in mind that your topic selection can be broad or wide. Are you concerned with the economy? How about your ability to find a job when the time comes? What about constant war and conflict? What about home foreclosures in your community? Does the cost of a college education scare you? Is world hunger an acceptable reality? Should all people be entitled to medical care for illnesses?
Use these samples as a springboard for your ideas. From there you will conduct research to pinpoint your topic and clearly define the depth of your written exploration. Only then will you begin writing a persuasive research essay exploring the topic of your choice. Your essay must use MLA formatting and address the following:
· Build the topic’s context and take a position for your argument (intro)
· Establish, elaborate and substantiate your viewpoint (body)

· Recognize counterargument and address rebuttal (body)

· Provide a logical path toward resolving your topic of concern (conclusion)

A logical range for this endeavor is 4-5 content pages plus your Works Cited page.
“And this you can know—fear the time when Manself will not suffer and die for a concept, for this one quality is the foundation of Manself, and this one quality is man, distinctive in the universe” ( Steinbeck 151).  

Would You?
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