Independent Reading Project
· Choose and read a novel that you enjoy to its entirety.

· Choose one project to complete after reading the novel.  Your project should show me that you thoroughly read, comprehended, reflected on, and analyzed (as necessary) the novel that you chose.  Any projects that do not demonstrate the reader’s interaction with the book will receive zero points until resubmitted.

· All projects must have a completed Book Check Sheet as a cover.

· Your project is considered formal writing.  All lengths assumed typed, double-spaced, 12-point font, Times New Roman.  We will have time in the Media Center to work on the projects.

· Carefully read all the instructions and rubric for grading for your desired project.  If you do not understand something, come see me.  When finished, reread all the directions to make sure your project is complete.
· BE CREATIVE!  Choose a project that you will enjoy and have fun with!
· Due date: End of each marking period
The Literary Poster

Create a literary poster that will advertise your novel in much the same way that a movie poster advertises a movie at the theater.  Your poster must include the following:

1.  The title of the novel (underlined or italicized!) and the author’s name.

2.  A key passage from the novel (usually at least one sentence long and up to one paragraph in length).

3.  A picture or illustration that includes a literary symbol from the novel.

4.  An explanation of how your passage and symbol connect to your book (use formal writing, paragraph form, one page minimum, and stapled to the back of your poster).

Possible reasons for considering a passage “key”:

· It resonates with the reader’s personal experience.

· It shows character.

· It creates a strong mood.

· It describes an important turning point in the plot.

· It sketches the setting.

· It “explains” the title.

A few notes on literary symbols:

· A symbol is something tangible that represents something more abstract.
· In order for a symbol to be a literary symbol, it must be present in the piece of literature.  (Ex.  You can not use a light bulb to represent the intelligence of a character in your novel if that symbol was not used in the story.)

· The mockingbird in To Kill a Mockingbird is a literary symbol because it is something tangible that represents a more abstract idea.  The key to getting a good grade on this project is to be able to explain this relationship using evidence from the book.
Independent Reading Project Rubric:  Literary Poster

______/5    Poster includes title and author

______/10  Poster includes a key passage of importance to the novel

______/10  Poster includes a symbol of importance to the novel
______/30  Writer clearly explains why this key passage was chosen for the paper

______/15  Writing and poster are polished and visually appealing: use of formal writing

______/30  Writer clearly explains how the symbol chosen acts as a literary symbol in 
the novel.  (What does it represent?  What are some instances when this symbol 
appears in the novel?)

______/100  Total

The Quotes Project

Create a collection of annotated quotes/passages by accumulating a total of at least ten quotes/passages from the novel you just read.  Use sticky notes to mark passages.  When you encounter a particularly important, dramatic, surprising, even disturbing passage, mark it with a sticky note.  Look at all of the passages and decide which ones to toss out and which to keep.

When you have chosen at least ten quotes/passages, copy them down (including page numbers).  Then, under each passage write a well-written paragraph (as the annotation) in the following ways:

1.  First, explain how the passage “fits” into the novel.  (Does the passage add to the character development?  the plot line?  to the details of the setting?  and so forth.)  Discuss the importance of the passage to the book’s message, meaning, or theme.

2.  Also, react to the passage as a reader.  Make me understand why you have selected this passage.  To generate responses, you can consider, but certainly not be limited to the following:

· Why does the passage impress, intrigue, horrify, or puzzle you?
· Does it prompt a strong response when you read it?
· Is it particularly meaningful?  Is it the high point of the novel?
· Does the passage remind you of a situation you’ve lived as well?
3.  No, you do not have to answer all of the above questions!  However, your responses to the passages should clearly explain why these passages mean something to you and why these passages caught your attention in a well-developed paragraph.
4.  Select one of your chosen passages as “The Quote of the Book.”  This quote is the one that captures the essence—the true meaning—of the novel for you, the reader.  In an additional well-written paragraph, explain exactly how this passage is the one perfect quote from the book.

Independent Reading Project:  The Quote Project
_____/ 20  Includes 10 passages of appropriate length taken from throughout the novel

_____/ 10  Use of formal writing with a visual appeal

_____/ 10  Quotation marks used and quotes are copied exactly, with page numbers cited

_____/ 10  One quote is designated as “The Quote of the Book” with an additional paragraph explaining how it is the one perfect quote

_____/ 40  Each quote is annotated with a paragraph that describes how the passage “fits” in the novel.  (Why does it mean something?)  And the reader’s reaction to the quote (Why did it catch your attention?)

_____/ 10  Writer clearly explains how the symbol chosen acts as a literary symbol in the novel.  (What does it represent?  What are some instances when this symbol appears in the novel?

_____/ 100 Total

Character Journal

This project allows you to show your creativity while also showing your ability to analyze the characters more thoroughly.

· First, choose a character from your novel.  It does not have to be the main character.  Quite often, stepping into the mind of someone other than the main character makes it more interesting to write and read!  However, if your novel is written in first person, it is best to choose a character other than this first person voice.  (For example, a character journal for To Kill a Mockingbird would possibly be from the perspective of Jem, Boo Radley, or Atticus, not Scout.)
· Next, write journal entries from this character’s point of view.  Your journal does not have to cover the entire novel.  You may choose to begin the journal in the time before the novel begins or end it after the novel ends, for example.  However, some of your journal entries should take place during the time of the novel.  Make your choices based on how interesting the journal would be to write and read.  Tease the reader of your journal into reading the book!

· Your journal should be 3-5 pages.  However, this is a guide for length.  You should be creative with the format you use to present the journal.  There is no set number of journal entries required; put in as many as appropriate.

· Please include a cover page with the novel’s title, author, character name, as well as your name and class hour.

· Remember, be creative!  Make the emotions of the character come alive for the reader!

Independent Reading Project:  Character Journal
_____/ 10  3-5 pages in length

_____/ 10  Includes a cover page with the novel’s title, author, and character name

_____/ 20  Creative—makes the emotions come alive for the reader

_____/ 20  Visually appealing and use of formal writing

_____/ 40  Journals are written from the character’s point of view demonstrating the reader’s understanding and analytical thinking about the book

_____/ 100  Total

Imagined Conversation

This assignment requires you to use your imagination!  An imagined conversation is one that the reader knows has taken place from various clues in the book but that the author has not actually included in the text.  For this assignment you will write an imagined conversation for your chosen novel.

In your conversation:

· Write it as a dramatic scene (not a script) so that you may also include thoughts, physical interaction, and/or the setting, etc.

· Choose a conversation that is significant to the rest of the novel, one that includes related details from the book and reveals new information about the characters and/or plot.
· Try to reveal what you really think the characters were talking about.

· Stay consistent with the author’s characterization.  In other words, don’t have the characters think, do, or say anything that would not fit with their personalities or previous behaviors.  Stay true to the characters!

· Only include characters from the novel.  Please do not incorporate made-up characters.

Also,

· Include an introduction to your conversation that indicates the novel’s title and author, describes where this conversation would fall in the novel, and why you chose it.  A one paragraph introduction will be sufficient.

· Remember, you are not writing a script!  Use dialogue correctly!  (Refer to the attached notes on dialogue to create your conversation within the text of the story.)

· Please make your Imagined Conversation project 2-3 pages in length.

Independent Reading Project: Imagined Conversation

_____/ 10  Introduction includes author, title, description of where the conversation falls in the novel, and explanation of why you chose it.

_____/ 30  This dramatic scene (not a script) uses dialogue correctly

_____/ 30  Formal writing is used and 2-3 pages in length

_____/ 10  The conversation is significant to the rest of the novel

_____/ 10  The conversation and characterization are consistent with the rest of the novel

_____/ 10  Creative!
_____/ 100  Total

Novel/Movie Soundtrack

Create a soundtrack for your novel or movie version of your novel.  Choose music that relates to the theme, mood, an event, a character, and idea, etc.  Remember, as this is a school project, please use school-appropriate song selections!  Please include the following in your Book/Movie Soundtrack project:

1.  Design a jacket cover for your soundtrack CD or recorded tape.  You will need to examine other album jacket covers in order to do so.  Consider the title, cover art, artists included, etc.

2.  Choose at least five songs that you would include on the soundtrack.  Place these selections on your CD/tape jacket cover along with their artist.

3.  Include a 2-3 page (minimum) explanation of the connection between each song and the book, including when each song would be played in the novel/movie and excerpts from the lyrics that demonstrate why it should be played.  (See the notes on how to quote music lyrics below.)

Remember:

· Be creative!
· If your chosen novel is already a movie, please choose your own song selections!

· Extra Credit: Turn in your actual soundtrack burned on a CD or recorded tape (10 pts.)
How to quote music lyrics:

· When quoting up to three lines of music lyrics, use quotation marks and work the lines into your sentence(s).  Use a diagonal slash (/) to show where each line of the song ends.

For example:


The Superman in Five for Fighting’s song sounds a little whiney when he says, “I’m more than a bird… I’m more than a plane/ More than a pretty face beside a train/ It’s not easy to be me.”

· For quotations of four lines or more, indent each line 10 spaces (and double-space the same as the rest of the text).  Do not use quotation marks in this case.

Independent Reading Project: Novel/Movie Soundtrack

_____/ 10  Includes at least five songs

_____/ 20  Includes a jacket with title and creative cover art and song list

_____/ 40  Includes a 2-3 page explanation of the connection between each song and the book, including excerpts of the lyrics and when each song would be played.

_____/ 20  All chosen music relates to the theme, mood, an event, a character, an idea, etc.

_____/ 10  The jacket cover is polished and visually appealing; all writing is formal writing

_____/ 100  Total  (_____/ 10  Extra Credit for burned CD or recorded tape)
